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KINGDOM SPHERES

EDUCATION

Discipling the Mind and Connecting Knowledge to Truth

Working Narrative for Review

The Importance of the Right Education

Our culture constantly reminds us how important education is. Degrees, credentials, test scores, and
specialized knowledge are presented as essential pathways to opportunity and success. Yet an equally
important question is rarely asked: What kind of education are we receiving, and toward what purpose is

it forming us?

We live in an age of data overload. Almost anyone can find information about almost anything within
seconds. But collecting information without understanding how the pieces relate to one another does not
necessarily produce education. It may produce familiarity with facts while leaving the learner unable to

recognize meaning, exercise discernment, or apply knowledge wisely.

A valuable book may be safely housed in a library, but if it is filed in the wrong place, it is effectively lost.
The book exists, and the information remains available, but no one can locate it when it is needed. In
much the same way, information that is never connected to truth, wisdom, purpose, or everyday life may

be remembered for a test and then become practically useless to the student.

Too often, education becomes a process of receiving information, memorizing it, reproducing it on an
examination, and receiving a grade based upon how well the information was retained. There is certainly
a legitimate place for memory, testing, and measurable standards. But if students are never taught how
to ask questions, evaluate assumptions, connect knowledge to life, and discern truth from error, we have

given them information without fully educating them.

True education connects knowledge to truth, truth to wisdom, wisdom to life, and all of life to
God.

Renewing and Discipling the Mind

Education is far more than the transfer of information. It is the lifelong process of learning to think,
discern, live wisely, and faithfully steward the knowledge God has entrusted to humanity. Formal

schooling is only one part of that process. Education also occurs within the family, the Ecclesia, the
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workplace, friendships, apprenticeships, media, entertainment, technology, and the ordinary experiences

of daily life.

Every society educates its people because every society seeks to shape how its citizens understand truth,
morality, identity, purpose, authority, and reality. The question is not whether formation is taking place,

but who or what is directing that formation.

From a biblical perspective, education is never morally or spiritually neutral. It either acknowledges God
as the source of truth or substitutes another authority in His place. Every curriculum and educational
philosophy begins with assumptions about what is real, what it means to be human, how right and wrong
are determined, and what life is ultimately for. Those assumptions may not appear in the lesson title, but

they influence how the information is selected, interpreted, and connected.

Paul instructed believers not to be conformed to the pattern of this world but to be transformed by the
renewing of their minds (Romans 12:2). Therefore, education within the Kingdom of God is not merely
academic achievement. It is part of discipleship. We are learning to think with the mind of Christ, test
what we hear, recognize deception, grow in wisdom, and bring every area of knowledge under the

lordship of Jesus.

God's Design for Education

Long before there were schools, universities, departments of education, or professional systems, God
established education within the family. In Deuteronomy 6:4-9, parents were commanded to teach God's
words diligently to their children—when sitting at home, walking along the way, lying down, and rising

up. Education was woven into the ordinary rhythms of life.

Knowledge was passed from one generation to the next through Scripture, family instruction, worship,
apprenticeship, work, observation, correction, and daily experience. Children did not merely hear
principles; they watched adults apply those principles to relationships, decisions, responsibilities,

hardships, and service.

This does not mean that parents must personally possess every skill or teach every academic subject.
Teachers, schools, tutors, churches, mentors, and other resources may serve as valuable partners. But
assistance is not the same as transferred responsibility. Parents may enlist others to help educate their
children, but they cannot surrender their responsibility to know what their children are being taught, who

is influencing them, and how the information is being connected to truth and life.

The Ecclesia also has an essential role. It is called to teach sound doctrine, equip believers, renew minds
through the Word of God, and help families form children who know who they are in Christ. The family
carries primary responsibility; the Ecclesia strengthens and equips the family; and faithful educators can

serve alongside both.
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A Rich Educational Heritage

For much of Western and early American history, education was understood to involve moral and spiritual
formation as well as intellectual development. Reading, writing, mathematics, languages, philosophy, and
the sciences were valued not merely as pathways to employment, but as tools for understanding God's

Word, communicating truth, stewarding creation, serving communities, and preparing leaders.

Some of America's earliest colleges illustrate this conviction. Harvard was established in 1636 amid
concern that future churches not be left with an uneducated ministry. Yale's early charter described
educating young people in the arts and sciences so they might serve in both church and civil life. Princeton
emerged from the religious awakening of the eighteenth century and was founded by Presbyterian
ministers, while also opening its doors beyond a single denomination. Dartmouth grew from Eleazar

Wheelock's earlier efforts to educate Native students and train missionaries.

These institutions differed in important ways, and their histories are more complicated than a single
paragraph can communicate. Yet they shared a conviction that education was accountable to something
higher than personal advancement. Knowledge carried moral responsibility, and learning was expected

to prepare people for service.

Over time, many institutions moved far from the biblical worldview that influenced their beginnings.
Remembering this history is not an attempt to idealize the past. It reminds us that the separation of
knowledge from God is not inevitable. Education can form intellect, character, wisdom, and calling

together.

The Transfer of Responsibility

As a culture, we have gradually transferred much of the educational process to institutions. Parents often
become involved when helping with homework, reviewing grades, attending conferences, or responding
when a child begins to struggle. If the grades remain good, it is easy to assume the education is good. But
a strong grade does not necessarily reveal what worldview is shaping the child, whether genuine
understanding is developing, or whether the student is learning to connect information to life.

Primary responsibility for the education of children still belongs to parents. That responsibility requires
more than monitoring academic performance. Parents must remain engaged in the process—asking what
is being taught, discussing why it matters, examining the assumptions behind it, and helping children

relate what they learn to truth, character, stewardship, relationships, calling, and God.

At the same time, we should resist making teachers the enemy. | have great empathy for educators. Many
are faithfully attempting to serve within a flawed system that asks them to do far more than teach. They
must provide information, maintain order, address behavioral and emotional needs, satisfy administrative
requirements, respond to testing pressures, and sometimes compensate for responsibilities that cannot

be adequately fulfilled without the family.
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In many classrooms, teachers are working with one hand tied behind their backs. Students may arrive
without respect for authority, without discipline for learning, or without support at home. Teachers can
introduce information and encourage understanding, but the deepest connections are often formed when

families continue the conversation and help students apply what they are learning in the real world.

Recovering education therefore requires partnership rather than accusation. Parents must recover
responsibility. The Ecclesia must equip families and support faithful educators. Teachers must remember
the power of their influence. All of us must recognize that education shapes not only what children know,

but also who they are becoming.

When Education Becomes Indoctrination

To many parents and believers, education today appears increasingly to resemble indoctrination. That
concern should not be dismissed, but it must be carefully defined. Education does not become
indoctrination simply because beliefs or values are communicated. Every educational system

communicates beliefs and values, even when it claims to be neutral.

Education moves toward indoctrination when students are told what to think without being equipped to
examine assumptions, consider evidence, ask honest questions, hear competing viewpoints, and discern
truth. It occurs when predetermined conclusions replace genuine inquiry, or when institutional and

personal ideologies supersede parental influence without transparency or consent.

This is why it is vital for parents to know who is teaching their children, what is being taught, and how the
dots are being connected. Are students being given information and taught how to reason, or are
conclusions being supplied for them? Are teachers helping students pursue truth, or using their influence
to advance activism? Are families welcomed as responsible partners, or treated as obstacles to the

formation institutions intend to produce?

These questions are not accusations against every teacher or every school. Many faithful Christian
educators serve with excellence, courage, and integrity. They need prayer, encouragement, and support.
Nevertheless, no family should assume that academic success alone means a child is being formed in truth.
Parents and the Ecclesia must remain watchful, engaged, and willing to provide the biblical context that

institutions may omit or reject.

Connecting the Dots

What would it look like to connect ordinary academic subjects to truth, purpose, and everyday life?

Consider three foundational areas: language, mathematics, and history.

Language and Communication

The primary purpose of language is communication. Through language, we express ideas, build

relationships, preserve history, resolve conflict, convey truth, and share the Gospel. The development of
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vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, reading comprehension, and writing enables people to

understand others and to make themselves understood.

For the believer, language also deepens our ability to read Scripture, understand biblical truth, pray
thoughtfully, worship, and communicate with God and others. This does not mean God responds only to
sophisticated vocabulary; He hears the simplest cry of the heart. But as our understanding grows, our

capacity to perceive, articulate, and share truth can grow as well.

iPhones, social media, abbreviated communication, and constant digital stimulation can weaken
sustained reading, careful writing, and thoughtful conversation. Technology can assist learning, but it
must not replace the disciplines that enable people to comprehend difficult ideas and communicate with

clarity, grace, and truth.

Mathematics and Stewardship

Mathematics reflects order, consistency, and precision. God is not the author of confusion, and the
created world reveals patterns and relationships that can be observed, measured, and applied.
Mathematics provides the foundation for engineering, construction, technology, medicine, business,

science, accounting, and countless other areas of human stewardship.

Yet many people complete years of mathematics and still enter adulthood unable to create a budget,
balance an account, understand interest, evaluate debt, calculate the real cost of borrowing, or recognize
predatory financial practices. The information may have been taught, but the dots were never connected

to everyday stewardship.

When practical financial understanding is absent, individuals and families become more vulnerable to
unnecessary fees, unmanageable debt, exploitation, and lost opportunity. Mathematics should help
people faithfully steward resources, solve problems, build, create, plan, and serve—not merely pass an

examination.

History and Wisdom

History is the account of how people, ideas, decisions, conflicts, discoveries, faith, and institutions have
shaped the world we inherited. For believers, biblical history is the beginning of understanding His story—
how God has related to humanity, how faithfulness and rebellion bear consequences, and how His

redemptive purpose unfolds through Scripture.

Learning history requires reading with comprehension, recognizing context, comparing sources, and
resisting the temptation to interpret the past only through the assumptions of the present. It helps us
understand why previous generations made the choices they did. Those who lived through the Great
Depression, for example, often approached saving, spending, risk, and security differently because of

what they experienced.

History can help us avoid repeated mistakes and chart a wiser course. But history can also be selected,

revised, or framed in ways that manipulate identity and deepen division. Honest history does not hide
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wrongdoing or deny human failure. Neither does it teach people to despise their inheritance or one
another. Its purpose should be truth, understanding, humility, reconciliation, and wisdom—not confusion,

resentment, or ideological control.

The Challenge Before Us

Education remains one of the most influential spheres of society because every other sphere depends
upon it. Families, congregations, businesses, governments, healthcare systems, scientific institutions,

media organizations, and communities are all shaped by what each generation is taught to believe.

Today, many educational institutions have largely abandoned the biblical worldview that influenced their
founding. Truth is increasingly presented as relative, morality as subjective, personal identity as self-
created, and human reasoning as the highest authority. In many settings, education has shifted from

pursuing wisdom to transmitting the prevailing assumptions of the culture.

At the same time, we live in an age of unprecedented access to information. Artificial intelligence, online
courses, digital libraries, video platforms, and global communication create remarkable opportunities to
learn. But they also multiply misinformation, distraction, ideological manipulation, and dependence upon

systems students may not understand. The need for discernment has never been greater.

Our response cannot be limited to criticizing public schools, withdrawing in fear, or assuming that
Christian schools and homeschooling automatically solve every problem. Every educational setting must
still answer the same questions: What is true? Who determines it? What view of humanity is being taught?
What kind of person is this education producing? Is the learner being equipped to think biblically and live
faithfully under the authority of King Jesus?

Recovering Education in the Eleventh Hour

Christ's Ecclesia must recover a distinctly biblical vision of education—one that forms both the mind and
the heart under the authority of God's Word. Our task is not merely to criticize existing systems but to
disciple minds that can think biblically, discern truth from error, connect knowledge to life, and faithfully
represent Christ wherever God has placed them.

Recovery will require more than a new curriculum. It will require parents, grandparents, educators,
pastors, mentors, employers, and mature believers to accept responsibility for forming the next
generation. It will also require the humility to recognize that education is lifelong. Adults must continue

renewing their own minds if they hope to disciple the minds of others.

e PRAY — Pray for students, parents, teachers, administrators, school boards, colleges, and those
developing curricula and technology.

e ENGAGE — Know what children are learning. Read assignments, ask questions, attend meetings,
communicate with teachers, and remain present in the educational process.
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e DISCERN — Identify the worldview behind the information. Teach learners to examine
assumptions, compare claims with Scripture, evaluate evidence, and recognize manipulation.

e TEACH — Make biblical instruction part of ordinary family and congregational life. Do not depend
upon institutions to provide the spiritual and moral formation God entrusted to families and the
Ecclesia.

e CONNECT — Relate language, mathematics, history, science, technology, work, relationships, and
finances to practical life, faithful stewardship, and the purposes of God.

e SUPPORT — Encourage faithful teachers and administrators. Offer prayer, practical help,
resources, expertise, and friendship so they do not stand alone.

e BUILD — Where systems cannot or will not provide what is needed, develop tutoring, mentoring,
apprenticeships, learning communities, schools, curricula, libraries, scholarships, and other faithful
alternatives.

Education is not confined to a classroom, and therefore recovery need not wait for institutional
permission. A parent reading with a child, a grandparent teaching family history, a business owner training
a young apprentice, a church helping students develop a biblical worldview, or a mature believer

mentoring someone in practical wisdom is participating in the education sphere.

The question is not merely, ‘What are the schools doing?’ The greater question is, ‘Lord, what have You
entrusted to us, and how can we faithfully disciple the minds within our care?’

Questions to Consider

e Who is shaping your understanding—and your family's understanding—of truth, identity,
morality, purpose, and reality?

e Are you intentionally renewing your mind through the Word of God?

e Do you know what worldview is influencing the educational materials, media, and technology
used by your family?

e Are the learners in your care being taught merely what to think, or are they learning how to think
biblically and discern wisely?

e How are you helping children and adults connect knowledge to character, stewardship, calling,
and everyday life?

e Are there faithful teachers or students whom you could encourage, support, mentor, or pray for?

e What educational responsibility have you transferred that God may be calling you to recover?

e What resource, relationship, program, school, apprenticeship, or alternative could the Ecclesia
build to serve the next generation?

Biblical Foundation

e Deuteronomy 6:4-9 — Parents are to teach God's words diligently through the ordinary rhythms
of life.
e Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 — The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom.
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Psalm 111:10 — Understanding grows through practicing the wisdom of God.

Romans 12:2 — Believers are transformed through the renewing of the mind.

2 Corinthians 10:5 — Every thought is to be brought into obedience to Christ.

Colossians 2:8 — Believers must guard against philosophies built upon human tradition rather
than Christ.

2 Timothy 2:15 — God's people are called to handle the word of truth faithfully.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — Scripture teaches, corrects, trains, and equips God's people for every good
work.

James 1:5 — God invites those who lack wisdom to ask Him.

EDUCATION SPHERE | Page 8



THE ELEVENTH HOUR WAR ROOM | KINGDOM SPHERES

Summary — Discipling the Mind

Education is not merely the accumulation of facts, the achievement of grades, or the acquisition of
credentials. Itis the formation of how people understand truth, identity, morality, purpose, authority, and
reality. For that reason, education is never neutral. Whoever teaches also helps connect the dots, and the

way those dots are connected shapes how a person will think and live.

God placed the primary responsibility for educating children within the family and called His people to
teach truth throughout the ordinary rhythms of life. Teachers and schools may be valuable partners, and
the Ecclesia must equip families, support faithful educators, and help believers renew their minds. But

responsibilities delegated to others must never become responsibilities abandoned altogether.

The challenge before us is not merely to remove harmful ideas or recover lost academic standards. We
must recover an understanding of education that joins knowledge with wisdom, character, stewardship,
calling, and service. Students need more than information. They need the ability to recognize truth,
discern deception, communicate clearly, understand history, steward resources, solve problems, and

faithfully follow Jesus in every sphere of life.

In this Eleventh Hour, the Ecclesia must not retreat from education or surrender the formation of the next
generation to institutions, algorithms, activists, or cultural trends. We are called to pray, engage, discern,
teach, connect, support, and build. Whether we serve as parents, grandparents, teachers, pastors,
employers, mentors, or neighbors, each of us can help disciple minds and prepare people to live under

the rule and reign of Christ.

The measure of education is therefore not simply, ‘What does the student know?’ We must also ask:

Can the student recognize truth? Think biblically? Exercise wisdom? Live faithfully? Serve others? And
connect all of life to God?

That is the education we must recover. That is the education we must provide. And that is how the

Ecclesia faithfully represents the Kingdom of God within the education sphere.
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Historical Sources for Review

The university-history paragraph was checked against official institutional histories. This review section

may be removed from the final published Sphere if citations will be handled separately.

e Harvard Divinity School — History and Mission: https://www.hds.harvard.edu/about/history-and-
mission

e Yale University archives and bulletins — founding charter and early ministry purpose:
https://archives.news.yale.edu/ybc/v26.n3.news.03.html|

e Princeton University — The Early Years: https://princetoniana.princeton.edu/history/early-years

e Dartmouth College — Moor's Indian Charity School and Samson Occom collections:
https://collections.dartmouth.edu/archive/text/occom/ctx/orgography/org0098.ocp.html
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